
Honors Student Email 
 
Dear Honors Students: 
  
I wanted to touch base with you regarding advising and registration, particularly given the unique 
circumstances that we face this semester.  Registration for Honors students officially opens for Honors 
students on April 7th at 8 a.m., but we know from past experience that access actually opens at midnight 
(of April 6th).  These dates do not apply to incoming freshmen and transfers, who will be able to register 
during summer orientation. 
  
Regarding registration, please remember that you are responsible for keeping up with your progress 
towards your Honors degree.  Given that your primary advisors may or may not have a full and clear 
understanding of those requirements, you need to work with them and with me to make sure that you 
are making the progress that you need to make and that your Honors credits are being correctly 
recorded on Degree Works.  If you are you or your advisor have any questions related to advising and/or 
registration, do not hesitate to get in touch with me directly via email. 
  
The Degree Requirements are summarized under the “About the Program” button on the Honors 
Program Webpage.  You can also access a fuller accounting of the requirements via the “Catalogs and 
Courses” button on that same page (Click on the “Catalog, Undergraduate” button, and, then, once you 
click on your specific catalog, click on the “University College” link, and you will see the Honors Program 
Degree Requirements listed in full).  
  
Note that if you are planning to contract a non-Honors course for Honors credit that you should try to fill 
out the appropriate form as soon as possible (before the end of the semester would be preferable, but I 
will accept contracts through the first three weeks of the fall semester). That form can be 
found here.  Under current circumstances, you can send the completed form to me electronically.  You 
will need to save the form as an Adobe pdf (or comparable pdf platform) to be able to fill out the 
different fields.    
  
Also, remember In order to earn an Honors Program degree, students must earn a grade of B or better 
for any honors course taken.  To stay in good standing in the Honors Program, a student must maintain a 
3.30 grade point average and meet the following requirements: 

• Freshmen must have accumulated 6 honors credit hours by the end of the freshman year 
• Sophomores must have accumulated 12 honors credit hours by the end of the sophomore year 
• Juniors must have accumulated 19 honors credit hours by the end of the junior year 
• Seniors must have accumulated 23 honors credit hours by the end of the senior year 

Honors credit hours will be assessed at the end of each spring semester.  Any student who does not 
have the required grade point average or honors credit hours for the respective academic year will be 
put on probation.  Failure to earn the required hours or grade point average for the second consecutive 
year will result in dismissal from the program.  Please note, however, that I can be flexible about these 
expectations about your progress, but if you are not meeting any of them, please get in touch so that 
we can discuss how to best move forward. 
  
Finally, if you are planning (or should be planning) to write your thesis next year, it would be best for 
you to complete the Honors Senior Thesis Description form before the end of the semester, which can 
be found here.  Under current circumstances, you can send the completed form to me 

https://www.winthrop.edu/uploadedFiles/honors/HonorsProgramContract.pdf
https://www.winthrop.edu/uploadedFiles/honors/HonorsProgramSeniorThesisDescription.pdf


electronically.  You will need to save the form as an Adobe pdf to be able to fill out the different 
fields.  If you cannot get this done for any reason, shoot me an email and we will figure out a plan. 
  
Generally, I know that we are facing unprecedented challenges completing this semester and preparing 
for future semesters.  So, let me repeat, if you are having any difficulties negotiating the 
advising/registration process, please get in touch.  We have the ability to be flexible in individual cases, 
and I am committed to helping all of you successfully meet your goals. 
  
Best, 
  
Michael Lipscomb, PhD 
Honors Program Director 

 


