
Adaptor and Cable Guide
We offer several different adaptors and cords for use with Mac and PC for various reasons.  Many times, 
this is for a patron to set up their laptop with a projector or large screen of some type, or for power supply.  
Below you will find information for each adaptor and cable and what it works for. 

Cables
HDMI

Stands for “High Definition Multimedia Interface”, and is a digital interface that transports audio and 
video in a single cable.

Mini HDMI

The only difference between a standard HDMI cable and a Mini HDMI cable is the size. 

VGA

Stands for “Video Graphics Array” and it carries video/graphics displays from the computer to a 
monitor/screen.  This cable only carries video, it does not carry audio.

RCA Cables

This legitimately means “Radio Corporation of America” Cables.  These do carry audio and video in 
older systems. Usually, the red and white cables are for analog audio (to the right and left speakers), and 
the yellow carries composite video.

USB Cables

Stands for “Universal Serial Bus”.  This cable can provide power and carry audio and video.

Lightning Cables

Connects Macs to peripheral devices (such as phones, computers, etc) and provides power.  Only works 
with Macs produced from the end of 2012 - present. It replaced the 30 Pin connector. We also offer USB 
charging blocks with Lightning Cables to provide power from a standard wall outlet.

30 Pin Cables

This is the ‘old’ (2012 and prior) connector for Macs to charge and connect to peripheral devices.  We 
also offer USB charging blocks with 30 Pin Cables to provide power from a standard wall outlet.



Adaptors
I highly recommend that when a patron asks for an adapter that you have the patron bring the computer in 
to check to make sure we are giving them the correct adapter.  This will minimize the risk of the patron 
experiencing problems when setting up for their presentation.

For use with most computers
HDMI to Mini HDMI Need photo

This small adaptor will allow a regular HDMI cable to plug into a computer that only has a Mini HDMI 
port.  Most newer computers no longer have a VGA or regular HDMI port, so an adaptor is necessary if 
the projector is an older model. 

HDMI cables are great because they not only carry video/picture in high definition, but also good quality 
sound.  

USB to USB-C

Many Macs, phones, and PCs now use a USB-C port.  USB-C offers 
‘flippability’ like a Lightning cable, meaning that it can plug in without 
the worry of a ‘right’ direction.  USB and USB-C can carry audio and 
video as well!  This is an excellent option for patrons who need to use 
their phone with a larger screen if there isn’t an option to cast their screen 
without a cable.

VGA to Mini DisplayPort  

This adaptor could be an excellent option for older projectors and/or 
computers.  The only problem with VGA cables is that they do not carry 
audio.  So if the patron needs audio, they may need a different option (or 
separate speakers).  We do offer small computer speakers for check out 
that can hook up to a  computer via USB or headphone jack, which will 
work for small group presentations.  For something larger, the patron may 
want to check on other sound options.  Just as an FYI, Mini DisplayPorts 
do carry audio and video generally, except on some Macs.  Some Macs, 
usually older ones, did not have the capability to carry any audio via their 
Mini DisplayPorts.  

Another note for Macs, Mini DisplayPorts and Thunderbolt connections can be interchangeable as well. 

For use with Mac Only
Lightning/Mini HDMI to Lightning



This adaptor will carry audio and video using the Mac (or iPhone’s) Lightning port, and transferring it to 
Mini HDMI.  Great for newer models of Macs! 

Lightning/VGA to Lightning 

This adaptor will not carry audio, but will carry video.  Although this is a 
Lightning adaptor, VGA cannot carry sound, so you will lose that 
capability.  Make sure your patron either is not using sound with 
whatever it is they are displaying, or that they will have the ability for a 
separate speaker set-up.  We do offer computer speakers (small ones) that 
can plug in via regular USB or the headphone jack of a computer, which 
can be a workaround for a small group presentation.

30 Pin/Mini HDMI to 30 Pin

This adaptor will carry both audio and video for older Macs and iPhones, 
using their 30 Pin port.  Great for older Macs/iPhones!

VGA to 30 Pin

This adaptor will not carry audio, but will carry video.  Although this is a 
30 Pin adaptor, VGA cannot carry sound, so you will lose that capability.  
Make sure your patron either is not using sound with whatever it is they 
are displaying, or that they will have the ability for a separate speaker set-
up.  We do offer computer speakers (small ones) that can plug in via 
regular USB or the headphone jack of a computer, which can be a 
workaround for a small group presentation.


